
McLoughlin Corridor Brownfields
Transforming polluted properties into community 

assets along McLoughlin Boulevard

July 2017
Brian Harper

brian.harper@oregonmetro.gov 
503-797-1833

What is a brownfield? A brownfield is a property where the expansion, 
redevelopment or reuse is complicated by the perception of or the presence of a 
hazardous substance, pollutant or contaminant.

Outcome 3
Provide technical assistance to property owners 
on how to address contaminated sites.

Outcome 4
Work with community members and potential developers to 
move forward with site cleanups based on redevelopment 
opportunities.

Outcome 5
Build capacity of residents and local businesses to learn 
about careers and job opportunities in environmental 
remediation and redevelopment.

Outcome 1
Assess to determine if there is potential contamination on 
up to 20 sites within the study area. 

Outcome 2
Work with community members to increase 
understanding of how brownfields impact communities. 



Frequently Asked Questions

What is a brownfield?

A brownfield is a property where the expansion, redevelopment or reuse is complicated by the perception 
of or the presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant or contaminant.

How does cleaning a brownfield impact my community?

When brownfield sites are identified and cleaned up, they can be turned into productive uses for the 
community such as new development, park land, residential housing.

What problems do these contaminated properties pose in my community?

Water and soil contamination can impact human health and safety. Vacant or underutilized properties 
can become eyesores and negatively impact economic growth in your community.

Who will be assessing and identifying brownfields and how will that be paid for?

Metro, Clackamas County and Oregon City are working with businesses and community members 
to identify brownfield sites along a 9-mile stretch of Southeast McLoughlin Blvd. from Milwaukie 
to Oregon City. This work is supported by a three year Environmental Protection Agency grant. 

McLoughlin Corridor Brownfields

How do buildings or land get contaminated?
A site could be contaminated for several reasons, including past uses as a gas station, dry cleaners, etc., 
or because of certain building materials that were used on site.

How do I find out if my property is contaminated?

Many property owners don’t know if their site may be contaminated. Our program can help assess sites so that property 
owners know if there is contamination they need to deal with.

What effect does a brownfield have on the sale of my building or land?

If you ever plan to sell your property you will need to perform environmental due diligence.  Banks don’t lend money on 
property transactions without it these days. You can pay for that yourself, when the time comes, or this program may be 
able to pay for that work ahead of time. This can bring you peace of mind as you think about the future plans for your 
property. If you plan to leave your property to a family member, the person who gains the property may be now liable for 
the contamination.

Can I schedule a site assessment on my building or land?

If you own property and want to get involved, please contact Metro to learn more about how you might qualify for 
federal grant dollars on your property.

FAQs for Community Members

FAQs for Business Owners
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